
 
 

April 1, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer - Holy Thursday 
 
Opening Prayer:  Father, help me be a faithful witness to the salvation Christ 
won for me and all humanity.  Amen. 
 
Meditation:  Who among us is in need of my prayers? 
 
Closing Prayer:  Father, may I never lose faith in Your power to see me 
through any difficulties.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Luke 4:16-21 
 
Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his 
custom into the synagogue on the Sabbath day. 
 
He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. 
 
He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to 
the poor. 
 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the 
Lord. 
 
Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and 
the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. 
 
He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
 
 



 
 

April 2, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer – Good Friday 
 
Opening Prayer:  Lord, give me the grace to repent of my sins, to do penance 
and to amend my life.  Amen. 
 
Meditation:  Today I will thank Jesus for making the ultimate sacrifice for 
me. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Almighty God, may we be united with You and Your people 
in the meal we hope to share in Your eternal Kingdom.  Amen. 

 
 
John 18:1—19:42 
 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where there was a 
garden, into which he and his disciples entered. 
 

Judas his betrayer also knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 
disciples. So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 
 

Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to him, went out and said to 

them, “Whom are you looking for?” 
 

They answered him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” 
 

He said to them, “I AM.” 
 

Judas his betrayer was also with them. 
 

When he said to them, “I AM, “they turned away and fell to the ground. So he again 

asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 
 

They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.” 
 

Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if you are looking for me, let these men 
go.” 
 

This was to fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you gave me.” 



 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut 

off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 
 

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup that 
the Father gave me?” 
 

So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound 

him, and brought him to Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had counseled the Jews that it was better 
that one man should die rather than the people. 
 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known 

to the high priest, and he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But 
Peter stood at the gate outside. So the other disciple, the acquaintance of the high 
priest, went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in. 
 

Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You are not one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?” 
 

He said, “I am not.” 
 

Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had 
made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing 

there keeping warm. 
 

The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. 
 

Jesus answered him, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I have always taught in a 

synagogue or in the temple area where all the Jews gather, and in secret I have said 
nothing.  Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I said to them. They know 
what I said.” 
 

When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck Jesus and 

said, “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” 
 

Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have 
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 
 

Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm. And they said to him, “You are 
not one of his disciples, are you?” 
 

He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
 

One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, 
said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” 
 

Again Peter denied it. And immediately the cock crowed. 
 

Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was morning. And 
they themselves did not enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they 



could eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to them and said, “What charge do you 
bring against this man?” 
 

They answered and said to him, “If he were not a criminal, we would not have 
handed him over to you.” 
 

At this, Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves, and judge him according to your 
law.” 
 

The Jews answered him, “We do not have the right to execute anyone, “in order that 
the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of death he 
would die. So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus and said 
to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
 

Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?” 
 

Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 
handed you over to me. What have you done?” 
 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did 
belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.” 
 

So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” 
 

Jesus answered, “You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.” 
 

Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” When he had said this, he again went out to the 
Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I release 
one prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to you the King of the 
Jews?” 
 

They cried out again, “Not this one but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a 
revolutionary. 
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And the soldiers wove a crown out of 
thorns and placed it on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they came 
to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they struck him repeatedly. 
 

Once more Pilate went out and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you, so 
that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple cloak. And he said to them, “Behold, the man!” 
 

When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 
him!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” 
 

The Jews answered, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to 
die, because he made himself the Son of God.” 



 

Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went back 

into the praetorium and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 
 

Jesus did not answer him. 
 

So Pilate said to him, “Do you not speak to me? Do you not know that I have power 
to release you and I have power to crucify you?” 
 

Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to 
you from above. For this reason the one who handed me over to you 
has the greater sin.” 
 

Consequently, Pilate tried to release him; but the Jews cried out, “If you release him, 
you are not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes 
Caesar.” 
 

When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s 

bench in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was preparation 
day for Passover, and it was about noon. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your 
king!” 
 

They cried out, “Take him away, take him away!  Crucify him!” 
 

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” 
 

The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
 

Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and, carrying 
the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, 
Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 
with Jesus in the middle. 
 

Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the 

Nazorean, the King of the Jews.”  Now many of the Jews read this inscription,  

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. 
 

So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ 

but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.” 
 

Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 

four shares, a share for each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was 

seamless, woven in one piece from the top down. So they said to one another, “Let’s 
not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be, “in order that the passage of 
Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided my garments among them, and 
for my vesture they cast lots. This is what the soldiers did. 
 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. 



 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved he said to his 

mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. 
 

After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” 
 

There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on 
a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. 
 

When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And bowing his head, he 
handed over the spirit. 
 

Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 
 

Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the 
cross on the sabbath, for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews 

asked Pilate that their legs be broken and that they be taken down. 
 

So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one who 
was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and 
immediately blood and water flowed out. 
 

An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking 
the truth, so that you also may come to believe. For this happened so that the 
Scripture passage might be fulfilled: Not a bone of it will be broken. 
And again another passage says: They will look upon him whom they have pierced. 
 

After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. So 
he came and took his body. 
 

Nicodemus, the one who had first come to him at night, also came bringing a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one hundred pounds. 
 

They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the 
spices, according to the Jewish burial custom. 
 

Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden, and in the garden 
a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried. So they laid Jesus there because 
of the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close by. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

April 3, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer – Easter Vigil 
 
Opening Prayer:  Father, may we share in the light of Your glory through 
Your Son, the Light of the world.  Amen. 
 
Meditation:  What do I need to resurrect in my life to better serve God? 
 
Closing Prayer:  Father, grant me comfort in knowing that I will be reunited 
one day with my loved ones in Heaven.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Mark 16:1-7 
 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices so that they might go and anoint him. 
 

Very early when the sun had risen, on the first day of the week, they came to 
the tomb. 
 

They were saying to one another, “Who will roll back the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?” 
 

When they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back; it was 
very large. 
 

On entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed 
in a white robe, and they were utterly amazed. 
 

He said to them, “Do not be amazed! You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Behold the place where they laid 
him. But go and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going before you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, as he told you.’” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 4, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer – Easter Sunday 
 
Opening Prayer:  God our Father, by raising Christ Your Son You conquered 
the power of death and opened for us the way to eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Meditation:  How can I share Easter joy with others? 
 
Closing Prayer:  Father of love, through the Resurrection of Your Son You 
have fulfilled the promise and hope of eternal life.  I love You so much.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 20:1-9 
 
On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the 
morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb. 
 

So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t 
know where they put him.” 
 

So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
 

They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the 
tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, but did not go in. 
 

When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial 
cloths there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial 
cloths but rolled up in a separate place. 
 

Then the other disciple also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb 
first, and he saw and believed. 
 

For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the 
dead. 
 
 



 
 

April 5, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
O Christ, by Your Resurrection You put an end to death and showed that the 
fruit of self-giving love is new life.  Help us to die in your presence to become 
Your true disciples, never counting the cost and remaining always faithful to 
Your Gospel.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Matthew 28:8-15 
 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away quickly from the tomb, fearful 
yet overjoyed, and ran to announce the news to his disciples. 
 
And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. 
 
They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. 
 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 
While they were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief 
priests all that had happened. 
 
The chief priests assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave a 
large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples 
came by night and stole him while we were asleep.’ And if this gets to the ears 
of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” 
 
The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. 
 
And this story has circulated among the Jews to the present day. 
 
 



 
 

April 6, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father of love, Your ultimate sacrifice showed us that You love us 
unconditionally.  Help me to show love for my brothers and sisters in Christ 
through my everyday actions.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
John 20:11-18 
 
Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent 
over into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head 
and one at the feet where the Body of Jesus had been. 
 

And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
 

She said to them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid 
him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but 
did not know it was Jesus. 
 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
 

She thought it was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him 
away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take him.” 
 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
 

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which means Teacher. 
 

Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
 

Mary went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and then 
reported what he had told her. 
 
 



 
 

April 7, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, we often struggle to find an environment where we can 
pray.  Our lives are often surrounded by chaos – in our family, in the city, in 
the media – so that finding peace and quiet can be a challenge.  Guide us, O 
Lord, to find the silence we need to move closer to You in prayer.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Luke 24:13-35 
 
That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus’ disciples were going 
to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and they were 
conversing about all the things that had occurred. 
 
And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself 
drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing him. 
 
He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” 
 
They stopped, looking downcast. 
 
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken place there in 
these days?” 
 
And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” 
 
They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, how our 
chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and 
crucified him. 
 



But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since this took place. 
 
Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the 
tomb early in the morning and did not find his Body; they came back and 
reported that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that he 
was alive. 
 
Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found things just as the 
women had described, but him they did not see.” 
 
And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 
 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what 
referred to him in all the Scriptures. 
 
As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the 
impression that he was going on farther. But they urged him, “Stay with us, 
for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” 
 
So he went in to stay with them. 
 
And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 
 
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished 
from their sight. 
 
Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
 
So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered 
together the Eleven and those with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly 
been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 
 
Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 8, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Compassionate Savior, we all have crosses to bear in our daily lives.  We ask 
that You help us to embrace this cross, whatever it may be and remind us 
that You are always by our side, helping to ease the weight of our daily 
burden.  Amen. 

 
 
Luke 24:35-48 
 
The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, and 
how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread. 
 

While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 
 

But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
 

Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? 
 

And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you can see I have.” And as he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his feet. 
 

While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, 
“Have you anything here to eat?” 
 

They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them. 
 

He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets 
and psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures. 
 

And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of 
sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 



 
 

April 9, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, the words that come from my mouth speak volumes about me.  My 
words have the power to harm and the power to uplift.  Help me to think twice 
before speaking.  May I choose my words carefully so that I can bring 
happiness and love to others.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 21:1-14 
 
Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He 
revealed himself in this way. 
 
Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in 
Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his disciples. 
 
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” 
 
They said to him, “We also will come with you.” 
 
So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 
When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; but the disciples 
did not realize that it was Jesus. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?” 
 
They answered him, “No.” 
 
So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will 
find something.” 
 
So they cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. 



 
So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” 
 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he 
was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. 
 
The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only 
about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. 
 
When they climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and 
bread. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.” 
 
So Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-
three large fish. Even though there were so many, the net was not torn. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast.” 
 
And none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they 
realized it was the Lord. 
 
Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to them, and in like manner 
the fish. 
 
This was now the third time Jesus was revealed to his disciples after being 
raised from the dead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 10, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Loving God I ask Your blessings today on all people who are suffering in 
abusive relationships.  Give them courage to break away from their 
abuser.  Give them the strength to find their own voice.  Protect them and 
keep them safe.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Mark 16:9-15 
 
When Jesus had risen, early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 
 
She went and told his companions who were mourning and weeping. 
 
When they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they did not 
believe. 
 
After this he appeared in another form to two of them walking along on their 
way to the country. 
 
They returned and told the others; but they did not believe them either. 
 
But later, as the Eleven were at table, he appeared to them and rebuked them 
for their unbelief and hardness of heart because they had not believed those 
who saw him after he had been raised. 
 
He said to them, “Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every 
creature.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 11, 2021 
 
Daily Prayer - Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

O dearest Savior, your journey of redemption began when You conquered sin 
and death.  Please give us the strength to conquer sin in our lives as 
well.  Guide us to make good decisions in our daily lives and to resist 
temptation when it arises.  Amen. 

 
 
John 20:19-31 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 
 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain 
are retained.” 
 

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my 
finger into the nail marks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. 
 

Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and stood in their midst and said, 
“Peace be with you.”  Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe.” 
 

Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 

Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. But these are written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 



 
 

April 12, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Though April is notoriously rainy, Lord, help us to remember that the rain 
brings the promise of new life.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 3:1-8 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
 
He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you are 
doing unless God is with him.” 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless one is 
born from above, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  
 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man once grown old be born again? 
Surely he cannot reenter his mother’s womb and be born again, can he?” 
 
Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. What is born of flesh is flesh and 
what is born of spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I told you, ‘You must be 
born from above.’ 
 
The wind blows where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 13, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
I know You have a plan for my life, Lord, but it’s sometimes difficult for me to 
stay focused and keep moving forward.  Help me to follow in Your footsteps, 
and give me the courage to follow your will in my life.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 3:7b-15 
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows 
where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 
 
Nicodemus answered and said to him, “How can this happen?” 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, “You are the teacher of Israel and you do not 
understand this? Amen, amen, I say to you, we speak of what we know and we 
testify to what we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony. 
 
If I tell you about earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you about heavenly things? 
 
No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 
 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 14, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
God of Love, I sometimes worry about future generations.  Will my children 
and grandchildren grow to know You?  Will hatred and violence become even 
more prevalent in the world?  Will they feel secure and confident as they 
grow?  I pray today, Lord, for the strength to live my life of faith for You, so 
that others might follow my lead.  Give me hope for a better world for 
generations to come.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
John 3:16-21 
 
God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. 
 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world might be saved through him. 
 
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe 
has already been condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only-begotten Son of God. 
 
And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred 
darkness to light, because their works were evil. 
 
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come 
toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. 
 
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be 
clearly seen as done in God. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 15, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Today, Lord, I will look for blessings as I go about my day.  Thank you always 
for Your goodness.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 3:31-36 
 
The one who comes from above is above all. 
 
The one who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of earthly things. 
 
But the one who comes from heaven is above all. 
 
He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 
 
Whoever does accept his testimony certifies that God is trustworthy. 
 
For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. 
 
He does not ration his gift of the Spirit. 
 
The Father loves the Son and has given everything over to him. 
 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever disobeys the Son will 
not see life, but the wrath of God remains upon him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 16, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, bless the youth of our world.  Help us to encourage their 
dreams and nurture their minds.  Help us also to teach them to follow in Your 
footsteps, putting You ahead of their needs and personal schedules.  Amen. 

 
 
John 6:1-15 
 

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him, because they saw 
the signs he was performing on the sick. 
 

Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. The 

Jewish feast of Passover was near. 
 

When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said 
to Philip, “Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?” He said this to test him, 
because he himself knew what he was going to do. 
 

Philip answered him, “Two hundred days’ wages worth of food would not be enough 
for each of them to have a little.” 
 

One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him, “There is a boy 

here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good are these for so many?” 
 

Jesus said, “Have the people recline.” 
 

Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined, about five 
thousand in number. 
 

Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were 
reclining, and also as much of the fish as they wanted. When they had had their fill, 
he said to his disciples, “Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be 
wasted.” 
 

So they collected them, and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments from the five 
barley loaves that had been more than they could eat.  When the people saw the 
sign he had done, they said, “This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into 
the world.” 
 

Since Jesus knew that they were going to come and carry him off to make him king, 
he withdrew again to the mountain alone. 



 
 

April 17, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Father in Heaven, it is easy for us to overlook the gifts You have given us.  We 
find ourselves grieving over our misfortunes, leaving little room to recognize 
and give praise for our blessings.  We thank You, Father, for these gifts and 
ask that You grant us greater awareness of our blessings.  Help us to never 
take them for granted.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 6:16-21 
 
When it was evening, the disciples of Jesus went down to the sea, embarked 
in a boat, and went across the sea to Capernaum. 
 
It had already grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 
 
The sea was stirred up because a strong wind was blowing. 
 
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on 
the sea and coming near the boat, and they began to be afraid. 
 
But he said to them, “It is I. Do not be afraid.” 
 
They wanted to take him into the boat, but the boat immediately arrived at the 
shore to which they were heading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 18, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Be with me, Lord, as I begin another day.  Help me to make decisions that will 
bring me closer to Your Kingdom.  Guide me to care for others, recognizing 
when my help is needed.  Show me how I can better serve You and my 
brothers and sisters here on earth.  Amen. 

 
 
Luke 24:35-48 
 
The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, and how Jesus 
was made known to them in the breaking of bread. While they were still 
speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 
 

But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 
 

Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” 
 

And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were 
still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 
 

They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them. 
 

He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and in the prophets 
and psalms must be fulfilled.” 
 

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And he said to 
them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
 

You are witnesses of these things.” 



 
 

April 19, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
In today’s busy world, O God, it is easy for me to overlook the things that are 
truly important.  Help me to focus more of my time and attention on things 
that matter: dedicating time in prayer to You, loving and caring for my family 
and offering my support to friends.  Amen. 

 
 
John 6:22-29 
 
[After Jesus had fed the five thousand men, his disciples saw him walking on 
the sea.] 
 

The next day, the crowd that remained across the sea saw that there had been 
only one boat there, and that Jesus had not gone along with his disciples in 
the boat, but only his disciples had left. 
 

Other boats came from Tiberias near the place where they had eaten the bread 
when the Lord gave thanks. 
 

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they 
themselves got into boats and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus. And 
when they found him across the sea they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
get here?” 
 

Jesus answered them and said, “Amen, amen, I say to you, you are looking for 
me not because you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled. 
Do not work for food that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him the Father, God, has set 
his seal.” 
 

So they said to him, “What can we do to accomplish the works of God?” 
 

Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God that you believe in 
the one he sent.” 
 



 
 

April 20, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Loving Father, guide the Missionaries as they care for poor people in missions 
around the world. Their mission to serve the world’s poor is a challenge they 
willingly embrace.  Bless the friends and families of the Missionaries as they 
continue to support them through their generosity and in prayer.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 6:30-35 
 
The crowd said to Jesus: “What sign can you do, that we may see and believe 
in you? 
 
What can you do? 
 
Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, as it is written: He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.” 
 
So Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave 
the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 
 
For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” 
 
So they said to Jesus, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never 
hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 21, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
I see You, Lord, in everything I do.  When I open my eyes in the morning, I see 
Your guiding light peeking from behind the clouds.  I feel Your love when I 
look at my children and grandchildren.  I am comforted by You and Your 
blessings when I walk into my house at night.  Thank You for Your many 
blessings.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 6:35-40 
 
Jesus said to the crowds, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will 
never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst. 
 
But I told you that although you have seen me, you do not believe. 
 
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject 
anyone who comes to me, because I came down from heaven not to do my own 
will but the will of the one who sent me. 
 
And this is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of 
what he gave me, but that I should raise it on the last day. 
 
For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes 
in him may have eternal life, and I shall raise him on the last day.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 22, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Dear Lord, I often find myself avoiding the daily news.  I am filled with sadness 
and anger when I see the headlines of poverty and violence.  Help me to find 
comfort in Your love, knowing that You have a plan for us all.  Watch over 
those who are affected by the turmoil of our world, and help us to do what we 
can to bring justice and peace to the world.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 6:44-51 
 
Jesus said to the crowds: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 
me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day. 
 
It is written in the prophets: They shall all be taught by God. 
 
Everyone who listens to my Father and learns from him comes to me. 
 
Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 
seen the Father. 
 
Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 
 
I am the bread of life. 
 
Your ancestors ate the manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread 
that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die. 
 
I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread 
will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the 
world.” 
 
 



 
 

April 23, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, heal the wounds of our world.  Grant Your healing to those 
who suffer from illness.  Bless those who struggle with their faith.  Comfort 
the lonely.  Use me as Your instrument, Lord, and help me to reach out to 
others.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
John 6:52-59 
 
The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
Flesh to eat?” 
 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless you eat the Flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his Blood, you do not have life within you.  
 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him on the last day. For my Flesh is true food, and my Blood is true drink. 
 
Whoever eats my Flesh and drinks my Blood remains in me and I in him. Just 
as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the 
one who feeds on me will have life because of me. 
 
This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate 
and still died, whoever eats this bread will live forever.” 
 
These things he said while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 24, 2021 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, my mind is often filled with a lot of “what ifs.”  Help me to live in the 
here and now, living for the day and looking forward to what is to come.  I 
don’t want to live in my past, reliving my regrets and decisions.  Help me to 
heal from painful memories and to move forward with happiness and 
joy.  Amen. 

 
 
John 6:60-69 
 
Many of the disciples of Jesus who were listening said, “This saying is hard; 
who can accept it?” 
 
Since Jesus knew that his disciples were murmuring about this, he said to 
them, “Does this shock you? What if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit that gives life, while the flesh 
is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and life. But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” 
 
Jesus knew from the beginning the ones who would not believe and the one 
who would betray him. 
 
And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 
unless it is granted him by my Father.” 
 
As a result of this, many of his disciples returned to their former way of life 
and no longer walked with him. 
 
Jesus then said to the Twelve, “Do you also want to leave?” 
 
Simon Peter answered him, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the 
Holy One of God.” 
 
 



 
 

April 25, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Thank You, Lord, for the blessing of my loved ones.  So often, I run through 
my day and forget how very grateful I am to have people to love.  May I never 
take them for granted.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 10:11-18 
 
Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 
 
A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and 
scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the 
sheep. 
 
I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the 
sheep. 
 
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and 
they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 
This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. 
 
I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This command I 
have received from my Father.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 26, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Thank You, loving Lord, for another new day.  I rejoice in the season of spring 
and the new life that it brings.  The birds chirping, the green grass, the cool 
breeze – it all sings to Your glory.  Bless us now and in the months 
ahead.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
John 10:1-10 
 
Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold 
through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But 
whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all 
his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they 
recognize his voice. 
 
But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they 
do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
 
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not realize what 
he was trying to tell them. 
 
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen 
to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter 
and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” 
 
 



 
 

April 27, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, You bless me every day. Help me to take the time to 
appreciate my blessings and share them with others. I praise You and thank 
You for all that You do. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 10:22-30 
 
The feast of the Dedication was taking place in Jerusalem. It was winter. And 
Jesus walked about in the temple area on the Portico of Solomon. 
 
So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long are you going to 
keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
 
Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my 
Father’s name testify to me.  But you do not believe, because you are not 
among my sheep. 
 
My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish.  No one can take them out of my hand. 
 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take 
them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 28, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Lord, help me to seek the values that will bring me happiness and 
peace.  Remind me often that You love me for who I am, not for what I 
have.  May I be generous with my blessings, because I know that all I have is a 
gift from You.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
John 12:44-50 
 
Jesus cried out and said, “Whoever believes in me believes not only in me but 
also in the one who sent me, and whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. 
 
I came into the world as light, so that everyone who believes in me might not 
remain in darkness.  And if anyone hears my words and does not observe 
them, I do not condemn him, for I did not come to condemn the world but to 
save the world. 
 
Whoever rejects me and does not accept my words has something to judge 
him: the word that I spoke, it will condemn him on the last day, because I did 
not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to 
say and speak. 
 
And I know that his commandment is eternal life. So what I say, I say as the 
Father told me.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 29, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
St. Catherine of Siena 
 
Eternal God, You are my Creator, and I am the work of Your hands.  In the 
blood of Your Son You have created me anew; remade by Him, I am Your 
beloved.  Eternal God, limitless and deeper than the sea, what more can You 
give me than Yourself?  An ever-burning fire, You burn away my soul’s self-
love.  You are the fire that takes away all cold.  Your light enables me to know 
all truth.  Your light is above all light, enlightening my mind, making the light 
of faith clear, perfecting it so I may see my own soul alive, and in this light I 
receive You – the true Light. 
 
 ~St. Catherine of Siena  
 

 
 
 
John 13:16-20 
 
When Jesus had washed the disciples’ feet, he said to them: “Amen, amen, I 
say to you, no slave is greater than his master nor any messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. If you understand this, blessed are you if you do it. 
 
I am not speaking of all of you. I know those whom I have chosen. But so that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, the one who ate my food has raised his heel 
against me. From now on I am telling you before it happens, so that when it 
happens you may believe that I AM. 
 
Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 

April 30, 2021 
 
 
 
Daily Prayer 
 
Almighty and ever-living God, help us to embrace Your will for us today.  Give 
us the courage to follow Your call, so that Your truth may live in our hearts 
and that we might bring peace to everyone we meet.  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
John 14:1-6 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith 
in God; have faith also in me. 
 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would 
I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 
 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to 
myself, so that where I am you also may be. Where I am going you know the 
way.” 
 
Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can 
we know the way?” 
 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” 
 


